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natives. They were compelled to depend largely
upon hearsay and interpreters. Their tongues and
ears, accustomed to soft Castilian vowels, were not
adapted to speaking or hearing the peculiar sounds
and inflections of Indian dialects; their own spelling
was uncertain and far from uniform; and when set-
ting down native names and words they found it
next to impossible to do so with the letters of their
own Spanish alphabet. The best they could do was
to spell the words phonetically, which was often im-
possible as no letters existed to express the proper
sounds. As a result, and also because names and
terms varied in different localities and dialects, a
vast amount of confusion occurred, so that to-day
we cannot always be certain whether different words
and names, such as names of deities and localities,
are synonymous or distinct.
In their civilization the Aztecs were inferior in
some respects to the Mayas, the Incas and other
American races. In their engineering feats they did
not approach the Peruvian races, nor had they per-
fected textiles, ceramics and some other arts to equal
those of the South American cultures. On the other
hand, they had reached greater heights in many arts
and attainments. Their feather-work was magnifi-
cent, and to supply the feathers necessary for orna-
ments and garments they maintained immense
aviaries of bright-plumaged birds whose feathers were
plucked at regular intervals. The rulers,, priests and
officials wore clothing and mantles of feather-work
which aroused the wonder and admiration of the
Spaniards, and their feather mosaics upon shields and
other objects of hide, wood, etc., are among the most